
 

Personalized Travel Itınerary for Navdeep Family 

June 2018 

 

For your visit to Istanbul 8 to 18 June 2018, according to your preferences we have designed your 

personalized itinerary to include 6 days in Istanbul and a day in Princess Islands. 

 

 Arrival 8 June – Friday 

You arrrive at Sabiha Gökcen Airport on the Asian 

side of Istanbul at 18:00 

 After your arrival at 18:00, with 4 people 

we advise to take a taxi to your hotel. Without 

any traffic, it shall take approximately 1 hour 15 

minutes and cost around 150 - 175 TL. (48km) 

Please be aware of scams and try to pre-

negotiate on the approximate price. 

 

 We recommend stay in Nisantasi district 

of Istanbul. 

Nisantasi is one of the distinguished areas of 

Istanbul on the European side, full of restaurants, 

cafes, shopping streets combining artsy scene 

while melting business and residential in one 

area. 

 

 For your first evening, since it will be late hours, we recommend Zeynel Muhallebicisi, a well 

known chain for traditional Turkish sweets and pastry, also serving light snacks and salads. The shop 

on Nisantasi is open until 23:00. (Teşvikiye, Vali Konağı Caddesi & Akkavak Sokak 11/D 1-2, 34365). 

SPONTAGO recommends MUSEUM PASS 

İSTANBUL 

Valid for 120 hours (5days) from your first 

museum entry, it gives admission to Topkapı 

Palace and Harem, Aya Sofya, the Kariye Museum 

(Chora Church), the İstanbul Archaeology 

Museums, the Museum of Turkish and Islamic 

Arts and the Great Palace Mosaics Museum. 

Purchased individually, admission fees to these 

sights will cost higher. Another benefit is that it 

allows you to bypass ticket queues and make 

your way straight into the museums. As well as 

giving entry to these government-operated 

museums, the pass also gives a 20% discount on 

entry to the privately run Rahmi M Koç Industrial 

Museum on the Golden Horn and a 30% discount 

on entry to the Sakıp Sabancı Museum on the 

Bosphorus. The pass can be purchased from the 

ticket offices at Aya Sofya, the Kariye Museum 

(Chora Church), Topkapı Palace and the İstanbul 

Archaeology Museums. (details on: 

www.muze.gov .tr/museum_pass) 



Alternative is the upscale Hünkar Restaurant, however advance reservation will be required 

especially on a Friday or Saturday evening. The Restaurant is open only until 22:30 (Harbiye Mahallesi, 

Mim Kemal Öke Cd. No:21, 34271 Şişli/İstanbul, Turkey).  

 

 June 9 – Saturday – Sightseeing - Historical Peninsula  

It does not basically matter on which day you go to the old city, it will definetly be crowded. Let’s start 

then: 

Ask your hotel to order a taxi for you to the Blue Mosque. Visit the Blue Mosque, Aya Sofya  and the 

Basilica Cistern in the morning and save your afternoon for a walking tour of the Grand Bazaar.  

(Please note it is the month of Ramadan and offering food/drinks to others might be a critical issue, 

whereas in touristy areas all the restaurants will be open at regular times) 

Blue Mosque -  MOSQUE (Sultan Ahmet Camii; jSultanahmet) İstanbul’s most photogenic building was 

the grand project of Sultan Ahmet I (1603–17), whose tomb is located on the north side of the site facing 

Sultanahmet Park. The mosque’s wonderfully curvaceous exterior features a cascade of domes and six slender 

minarets. Blue İznik tiles adorn the interior and give the building its unofficial but commonly used name. The 

mosque’s architect, Sedefhar Mehmet Ağa, managed to orchestrate the sort of visual wham-bam effect with 

the mosque’s exterior that Aya Sofya achieved with its interior. Its curves are voluptuous, it has six minarets 

and the courtyard is the biggest of all of the Ottoman mosques. To best appreciate the mosque’s design, enter 

the complex via the Hippodrome (At Meydanı Caddesi) rather than from Sultanahmet Park. Once inside the 

courtyard, which is the same size as the mosque’s interior, you’ll appreciate the building’s perfect proportions. 

The mosque is such a popular attraction that admission is controlled so as to preserve its sacred atmosphere. 

Only worshippers are admitted through the main door; tourists must use the north door (follow the signs). 

Aya Sofya - MUSEUM (www.ayasofyamuzesi.gov .tr; Sultanahmet) There are many 

important monuments in İstanbul, but this venerable structure – commissioned by the great 

Byzantine emperor Justinian, consecrated as a church in 537, converted to a mosque by Mehmet 

the Conqueror in 1453 and declared a museum by Atatürk in 1935 – surpasses the rest due to its 

innovative architectural form, rich history, religious importance and extraordinary beauty.  

Ground Floor - As you enter the building and walk into the inner narthex, look up to see a brilliant 

mosaic of Christ as Pantocrator (Ruler of All) above the third and largest door (the Imperial Door). 

Through this is the building’s main space, famous for its dome, huge nave and gold mosaics. The 

focal point at this level is the apse, with its magnificent 9th-century mosaic of the Virgin and Christ 

Child. The mosaics above the apse once depicted the archangels Gabriel and Michael; today only 

fragments remain. The Byzantine emperors were crowned while seated in a throne placed within 

the omphalion, the section of inlaid marble in the main floor. Ottoman additions to the building 

include a mimber (pulpit) and mihrab (prayer niche indicating the direction of Mecca); large 19th-

century medallions inscribed with gilt Arabic letters; a curious elevated kiosk known as the hünkar 

mahfili; and an ornate library behind the omphalion.  



Upstairs Galleries - To access the galleries, walk up the switchback ramp at the northern end of the inner 

narthax. In the south gallery (straight ahead and then left) are the remnants of a magnificent Deesis (Last 

Judgment).  

Exiting the Building - Exit through the Beautiful Gate, a magnificent bronze gate dating from the 2nd century 

BC. As you leave the building, be sure to look back to admire the 10th-century mosaic of Constantine the 

Great, the Virgin Mary and the Emperor Justinian on the lunette of the inner doorway. Constantine (right) is 

offering the Virgin, who holds the Christ 

Child, the city of İstanbul; Justinian (left) is 

offering her Aya Sofya. Just before you 

exit the building, there is a doorway on 

the left. This leads into a small courtyard 

that was once part of a 6th-century 

Baptistry. In the 17th century the 

Baptistry was converted into a tomb for 

Sultans Mustafa I and İbrahim I.  

On the opposite side of Aya Sofya 

Meydanı are the Baths of Lady Hürrem 

(Ayasofya Hürrem Sultan Hamamı), built 

between 1556 and 1557. Designed by 

Sinan, the hamam was commissioned by Süleyman the Magnificent in the name of his wife Hürrem Sultan, 

known to history as Roxelana.  

Basilica Cistern  - CISTERN (Yerebatan Sarnıçı, www.yerebatan.com, Sultanahmet) This subterranean 

structure was commissioned by Emperor Justinian and built in 532. The largest surviving Byzantine cistern in 

İstanbul, it was constructed using 336 columns, many of which were salvaged from ruined temples and feature 

fine carved capitals.  

After being overwhelmed by the Blue Mosque and Aya Sofya, head to the walking tour advised. 

Meanwhile the lunch alternatives around Grand Bazaar are listed below 

 Bahar Restaurant (Yağcı Han 13, Nuruosmaniye Sokak, Nuruosmaniye) Dishes change daily and 

with the season – try the delicious lentil soup, tasty hünkar beğendi or creamy macaroni. The latter is 

made only once per week.  

 Onur Et Lokantası (Ali Baba Türbe Sokak 21, Nuruosmaniye) Onur grills succulent kebaps to 

order and displays an array of daily dishes in its bain-marie. Of these, the aubergine dishes are 

particularly tasty.  

 Fes Cafe (www.fescafe.com; Ali Baba Türbe Sokak 25, Nuruosmaniye) This stylish cafe just 

outside the Nuruosmaniye Gate is an excellent place to relax over lunch or a coffee. Popular choices 

include Turkish coffee (served with a piece of lokum), homemade lemonade and generously 

proportioned bowls of pasta. There’s another branch (Halıcılar Çarşışı Sokak 62, Grand Bazaar) located 

inside the Bazaar 

SPONTAGO recommends AYA SOFYA TOMBS 

Part of the Aya Sofya complex but entered via 

Kabasakal Caddesi and thus often overlooked by 

tourists, these tombs (Aya Sofya Müzesi Padişah 

Türbeleri) are the final resting places of five 

sultans – Mehmed III, Selim II, Murad III, İbrahim 

I and Mustafa I – most of whom are buried with 

members of their families. The ornate interior 

decoration in the tombs features the very best 

Ottoman tilework, calligraphy and decorative 

paintwork.  



 Havuzlu Restaurant (Gani Çelebi Sokak 3, Grand Bazaar; Beyazıt-Kapalı Çarşı) “Lokanta”. A lovely 

space with a vaulted ceiling, Havuzlu (named after the small fountain at its entrance) serves up simple 

but tasty fare to hungry hordes of tourists and shopkeepers – go early when the food is freshest.  

 

 

 

Walking Tour – Grand Bazaar & Spice Market 

Start at the tram stop next to the tall column known as 1 - Çemberlitaş, which was erected by order of 

Emperor Constantine to celebrate the dedication of Constantinople as capital of the Roman Empire in 

330. From here, walk down Vezir Han Caddesi and you will soon come to the entrance to the 2 - Vezir 

Han, a han (caravanserai) built between 1659 and 1660 by the Köprülüs, one of the Ottoman Empire’s 

most distinguished families. Five of its members served as grand vizier (vezir) to the sultan, hence its 

name. Look for the tuğra (crest) of the sultan over the main gateway. Continue walking down Vezir 

Han Caddesi until you come to a cobbled pedestrianised street on your left. Walk along this until you 

come to the 3 - Nuruosmaniye Mosque, commissioned by Mahmut I in 1748. In front of you is one of 

the major entrances to the Grand Bazaar, the Nuruosmaniye Kapısı (Nuruosmaniye Gate, Gate 1), 

adorned by another sultan’s seal. The brightly lit street now in front of you is Kalpakçılarbası Caddesi, 

the busiest street in the bazaar. Originally named after the kalpakçılar (makers of fur hats) who had 



their stores here, it’s now full of jewellers. Start walking down the street and then turn right and take 

the marble stairs down to the 4 - Sandal Bedesteni, a 17th-century stone warehouse featuring 20 small 

domes. This warehouse has always been used for the storage and sale of fabric, although the current 

range of cheap textiles on sale couldn’t be more different to the fine sandal (fabric woven with silk) 

that was sold here in the past. Exit the Sandal Bedesteni on its west side, turning right into Sandal 

Bedesteni Sokak and then left into Ağa Sokak, which takes you into the oldest part of the bazaar, the 

5 - Cevahir (Jewellery) Bedesten, also known as the Eski (Old) Bedesten. This has always been an area 

where precious items are stored and sold, and these days it’s where most of the bazaar’s antique stores 

are located.  Exiting the bedesten from its south door, walk down to the first cross-street, Halıcılar 

Çarşışı Sokak, where popular shops including Abdulla Natural Products, Cocoon and Derviş are located.  

Also here is a good spot for a tea or coffee, 6 - Ethem Tezçakar Kahveci . Walking east (right) you 

will come to a major cross-street, Kuyumcular Caddesi (Street of the Jewellers). Turn left and walk past 

the little kiosk in the middle of the street. Built in the 17th century and known as the 7 - Oriental Kiosk. 

A little way further down, on the right-hand side of the street, is the entrance to the pretty 8 - Zincirli 

(Chain) Han, home to one of the bazaar’s best-known carpet merchants. Returning to Kuyumcular 

Caddesi, turn sharp left into Perdahçılar Sokak (Street of the Polishers). Walk until you reach Takkeçiler 

Sokak, where you should turn left. This charming street is known for its marble sebils (public drinking 

fountains) and shops selling kilims (pileless woven rugs). Turn right into Zenneciler Sokak (Street of the 

Clothing Sellers) and you will soon come to a junction with another of the bazaar’s major 

thoroughfares, Sipahi Sokak (Avenue of the Cavalry Soldiers).  

 Şark Kahvesi, a traditional coffee house, is right on the corner. Sipahi Sokak becomes Yağlıkçılar 

Caddesi to the north (right) and Feraçeciler Sokak to the south (left). Turn left into Sipahi Sokak and 

walk along this street and Feraçeciler Sokak until you return to Kalpakçılarbası Caddesi, the street with 

all of the jewellery shops. Turn right and exit the bazaar from the 10 - Beyazıt Kapısı (Beyazıt Gate, Gate 

7). Turn right again and walk past the market stalls to the first passage on the left, and you will find 

yourself in the 11 - Sahaflar Çarşısı (Old Book Bazaar), which has operated as a book and paper market 

since Byzantine times. At the centre of its shady courtyard is a bust of İbrahim Müteferrika (1674–

1745), who printed the first book in Turkey in 1732. From here, you can exit to Beyazıt Meydanı and 

make your way down Divan Yolu Caddesi to Sultahnamet or contınue walking north along the walls of 

İstanbul University to the Süleymaniye Mosque.  

If you were busy with some shopping and could not finish the tour, no worries, tomorrow you 

are in the same area visiting Topkapi Palace, you have can look for what you have missed on this day. 

 For dinner though there are alternatives on the other side of the GolderHorn which would be 

on your return way, however we believe that should have been a long day for you. Recommendation 

is to have a few hours of rest and then dine around Nişantası, meanwhile wandering its streets. 



 June 10 – Sunday – Sightseeing - Historical Peninsula  

Day two should be devoted to Topkapı Palace and then the Galata district.  

In the morning ask your hotel to order a taxi for you to the Topkapi Palace.  

Topkapı Palace - PALACE (Topkapı Sarayı; www.topkapisarayi.gov .tr; Sultanahmet) Topkapı is the 

subject of more colourful stories than most of the world’s museums put together. Libidinous sultans, 

ambitious courtiers, beautiful concubines and scheming eunuchs lived and worked here between the 15th 

and 19th centuries when it was the court of the Ottoman empire. Visiting the palace’s opulent pavilions, 

jewel-filled Treasury and sprawling Harem gives a fascinating glimpse into their lives. Mehmet the Conqueror 

built the first stage of the palace shortly after the Conquest in 1453, and lived here until his death in 1481. 

Subsequent sultans lived in this rarefied environment until the 19th century, when they moved to the 

ostentatious European-style palaces they built on the shores of the Bosphorus.  

We recommend to hire an audio guide with rudimentary commentary about the palace from the ticket office.  

We highly recommend that you do visit the Haren – you’ll need to buy a dedicated ticket from the Harem 

ticket office.  

The Treasury’s most famous exhibit, the Topkapı Dagger, is in the fourth room.  

Near it is the Kasıkçı (Spoonmaker’s) 

Diamond, a teardrop-shaped 86-carat 

rock surrounded by dozens of smaller 

stones. First worn by Mehmet IV at his 

accession to the throne in 1648, it’s the 

world’s fifthlargest diamond. Before 

leaving the Treasury, be sure to admire 

the view of the Bosphorus from its 

terrace.  

 Today’s lunch recommendation is 

undoubtedly Hamdi Restaurant. 

(www.hamdirestorant .com.tr; Kalçın Sokak 17, 

Eminönü). It grills tasty kebaps made according 

to recipes from hometown Urfa, in Turkey’s 

southeast. The location offers phenomenal 

views from its top-floor terrace. A meal here 

offers views of the Old City, Golden Horn and Galata. It’s always busy, so make sure you book, and 

don’t forget to request a rooftop table with a view. If you arrive early, you might be able to score one 

of these without booking. 

 2 days of museum in a row might be already too much for the kids. On the way back from 

Eminönü, cross the brigde on foot towards the Galata Tower. This small walk shall entertain your 

daughter. Head to Galata Tower. 

SPONTAGO recommends FISH SANDWICHES 

The city’s favourite fast-food treat is undoubtedly 

the balık ekmek (fish sandwich), and the most 

atmospheric place to try one of these is at the 

Eminönü end of the Galata Bridge. Here, in front 

of fishing boats tied to the quay, are a number of 

stands where mackeral fillets are grilled, 

crammed into fresh bread and served with salad. 

It can be accompanied by a glass of the şalgam 

(sour turnip juice) sold by nearby pickle vendors. 

There are plenty of other places around town to 

try a balık ekmek – head to any iskele (ferry dock) 

and there’s bound to be a stand nearby. 

Alternatively, Fürreyya Galata Balıkçısı, a tiny 

place opposite the Galata Tower, serves excellent 

versions. 



Crossing Galata Bridge – BRIDGE : View the historic Galata Tower surrounded by shrieking seagulls, 

the mosques atop the seven hills of the city and the evocative scent of apple tobacco wafts out of the nargile 

cafes under the bridge. During the day, the bridge carries a constant flow of İstanbullus crossing between 

Beyoğlu and Eminönü. A handful or two of hopeful anglers trail their lines into the waters below, and a 

constantly changing procession of street vendors hawks everything from fresh-baked simits (sesame-

encrusted bread rings) to Rolex rip-offs. 

Galata Tower - LANDMARK 

(www.galatatower.net; Galata Meydanı, 

Galata, Karaköy). Constructed in 1348, it 

was the tallest structure in the city for 

centuries, and it still dominates the 

skyline north of the Golden Horn. Its 

vertiginous upper balcony offers 360-

degree views of the city. 

Galata Mevlevi Museum - 

PERFORMANING ARTS (Galata 

Mevlevihanesi Müzesi; Galipdede Caddesi 

15, Tünel; performances 4pm or 5pm Sun; 

tickets available one week in advamce on 

www.biletix.com) The 15th-century 

semahane at this tekke is the venue for a 

sema (ceremony) held most Sundays 

during the year. Tickets are only available 

on the day of the performance and often 

sell out – your best bet is www.biletix.com or ask help from your hotel.  

 The dining alternatives around Beyoğlu are listed below. Please note that it is Ramadan, and 

there might be an “iftar” menü in the evening. A reservation for non-iftar hours might be required, or 

if you do not want the iftar menü but a la carte, state it in your reservation. 

Asmalı Cavit  - (Asmalı Meyhane; Asmalımescit Sokak 16, Asmalımescit). Standout dishes include 

yaprak ciğer (liver fried with onions), patlıcan salatası (eggplant salad), muska boreği (phyllo stuffed 

with beef and onion) and kalamar tava (fried calamari). Bookings essential.  

Lokanta Maya - (www.lokantamaya. com; Kemankeş Caddesi 35a) The author of a successful 

cookbook focusing on Aegean cuisine, Didem creates food that is light, flavoursome, occasionally 

quirky and always assured – everyone eats well here. You’ll need to book for dinner.  

Zübeyir Ocakbaşı (www.zubeyirocakbasi .com; Bekar Sokak 28) Every morning, the chefs at this 

popular ocakbaşı (grill house) prepare the fresh, top-quality meats to be grilled over their handsome 

copper-hooded barbecues that night: spicy chicken wings and Adana kebaps, flavoursome ribs, 

SPONTAGO recommends SEEING THE DERVISHES 

WHIRL  

Those sultans of spiritual spin known as the 

whirling dervishes have been twirling their way to 

a higher plane ever since the 13th century and 

show no sign of slowing down soon. There are a 

number of opportunities to see dervishes 

whirling in İstanbul. Probably the best of these is 

the weekly ceremony held in the semahane 

(whirling-dervish hall) in the Galata Mevlevi 

Museum in Tünel. These are the real deal, not 

performances put on for tourists. Note, though, 

that chanting – rather than whirling – is the main 

event. Remember that the ceremony is a 

religious one – by whirling, the adherents believe 

that they are attaining a higher union with God – 

so don’t talk, leave your seat or take flash 

photographs while the dervishes are spinning or 

chanting. 

http://www.biletix.com/
http://www.biletix.com/


pungent liver kebaps and well-marinated lamb şış kebaps. Their offerings are famous throughout the 

city, so booking a table is essential.  

Karaköy Lokantası (Kemankeş Caddesi 37a, Karaköy) Known for its gorgeous tiled interior, genial 

owner and bustling vibe, Karaköy Lokantası serves tasty and well-priced food to its loyal local clientele. 

It functions as a lokanta during the day, but at night it morphs into a meyhane, with slightly higher 

prices. Bookings are essential for dinner.  

Sofyalı 9 - (Sofyalı Sokak 9, Asmalımescit) Stick to mezes rather than ordering mains – choose 

cold dishes from the waiter’s tray and order hot ones from the menu – the kalamar (calamari) and 

Anavut ciğeri (Albanian fried liver) are delicious.  

 

  June 11 – Monday – Sightseeing – Bosphorus  

Head to Eminönü to catch the 10:35 boat for a long Bosphorus Tour. The tour is only once a day, takes 

6 hours (the boat returns at 16:40 to Eminönü). Kids will love it. You’ll have 2,5 hours at Anadolu Kavağı 

to climb up the castle, view of Black Sea, eat some fish and come back. It belongs to the Municipality 

and is a well known tour. 

Sunscreen, hat, and sunglasses are a must. 

It’s always a good idea to arrive 30 

minutes or so before the scheduled 

departure time and manoeuvre 

your way to the front of the queue 

that builds in front of the doors 

leading to the dock.  

On the boat as soon as you pass 

Kanlica, traditionally yoğurt might 

be served. We recommend to try 

this one. When these open and the 

boat can be boarded, you’ll need to 

move fast to score a good seat. The 

best spots are on the sides of the 

upper deck near the bow. The Asian 

shore is to the right side of the 

ferries as they make their way up 

the Bosphorus, Europe is to the 

left. 

 

On the way back, head to Karaköy with the tram and try the savouries. 



Karaköy Güllüoğlu - (www.karakoygulluoglu.com; Kemankeş Caddesi, Karaköy) This 

Karaköy institution has been making customers deliriously happy and dentists obscenely rich ever since 

1947. Head to the register and order a porsiyon (portion) of whatever baklava takes your fancy (fıstıklı 

is pistachio, cevizli walnut and sade plain), preferably with a glass of tea. The börek here is good, too.  

Afterwards stroll through the streets of Cihangir (a bit uphill to Defterdar Yokuşu and then 

Sıraselviler Caddesi). The streets around are worth a walk. 

Dinner will be around. Two suggestions are awaiting you. 

Jash (www.jashistanbul .com; Cihangir 

Caddesi 9, Cihangir) Amenian specialities such 

as topik (a cold meze made with chickpeas, 

pistachios, onion, flour, currants, cumin and 

salt) and harisa (chicken with a hand-forged 

wheat and butter sauce) make an appearance 

on the menu of this bijou meyhane in trendy 

Cihangir.  

SUR Balık Cihangir (http://surbalik.com/, 

Örnektepe Mahallesi, Selvi Sk. No:36, Cihangir) 

This is our favorite and number one. Do 

anything to get a table with a sea view. It is 

definetely worth it. Either go for dish or mezes. 

You can not do anything wrong. Before 

ordering a drink, have a look at their Rakı bar, 

to see the variety.  

 

 June 12 – Tuesday – Sightseeing – Modern Part 

Though we are not done by the hisorical peninsula yet, let us give a break. You can continue next day. 

Let today be a compromise, and lets focus on your daughter too. 

On this day, we recommend Besiktas area, namely Dolmabahce Palace. Ask your hotel for a taxi there. 

Dolmabahçe Palace - PALACE (Dolmabahçe Sarayı; www.millisaraylar.gov.tr; Dolmabahçe Caddesi, 

Beşiktaş) This 19th-century imperial residence with its opulent Selamlık (Ceremonial Suites) and slightly more 

restrained Harem is a clear crowd favourite. Both the Selamlık and the Harem are visited on separate – and 

unfortunately rushed – guided tours. The tourist entrance to the palace is near the palace’s ornate Clock 

Tower, built between 1890 and 1894. At the end of your tour, make sure that you visit the Crystal Kiosk, with 

its fairytale-like conservatory featuring etched glass windows, a crystal fountain and myriad windows. There’s 

SPONTAGO strongly recommends IKVS MUSIC 

FESTIVAL  

The festival takes place 46th time this year. It is 

one of the most famous festivals. You can find the 

tickets on www.biletix.com.It is sometimes the 

concerts and sometimes the venues that make 

the festival magical.  

You can check out the complete broshure on 

http://muzik.iksv.org.  

Do not miss it. It is only until 12th June. 

 

http://surbalik.com/
http://www.biletix.com/
http://muzik.iksv.org/


even a crystal piano and chair. It’s next to the aviary on the street side of the palace. Note that visitor numbers 

in the palace are limited to 3000 per day and this ceiling is often reached on weekends and holidays. 

Afterwards take a taxi to (if you want top amper yourself to Ciragan Palace, to see it closer 

and have a cup of tea, or directly head) Ortaköy Iskele. The area is worth a walk, and Mado will be a 

treat for yourself and your daughter for an ice-cream. We recommend the Maras style vanilla ice cream 

or any sweet with pistachio. Do not fill yourself up, another tea break will be awaiting you in the walk 

ahead, and dinner is delicious fish. 

After you are done in the little streets of Ortaköy (also seeing Esma Sultan Yalisi and Hatice Sultan 

Yalisi), take another taxi for Les Ottomans Hotel. The aim is not the hotel. Take a walk along the 

Bosphorus, Kurucesme Park, until you reach Arnavutköy Balikcisi. 

Arnavutköy Balikcisi, arnavutkoybalikcisi.com, Arnavutköy Mahallesi, Bebek Arnavutköy Cd 

No:4, 34345 Beşiktaş/İstanbul, Turkey 

 

 June 13 – Wednesday – Museums & Mosques & Historical Peninsula 

Istanbul Modern Museum, which is one of highlights with its collection paired with magnificient view 

is unfotunately closed temporarily due to re-location. 

That leaves more time to other highlights. 

By now you shall be acquinted to the Historical Peninsula. Head once again there.  

Visit the İstanbul Archaeology Museums or Museum of Turkish & Islamic Arts in the morning, and the 

Süleymaniye Mosque and surrounding area in the afternoon. Below are some detailed information.  

Museum of Turkish & Islamic Arts - MUSEUM (Türk ve Islam Eserleri Müzesi; www.tiem.gov.tr; 

Atmeydanı Caddesi 46) This Ottoman palace on the western edge of the Hippodrome was built in 1524 for 

İbrahim Paşa, childhood friend, brother-in-law and grand vizier of Süleyman the Magnificent. It’s now home 

to a magnificent collection of artefacts, including exquisite examples of calligraphy and a collection of antique 

carpets that is generally held to be the best in the world. The museum’s exhibits date from the 8th and 9th 

centuries up to the 19th century. Highlights include the superb calligraphy exhibits, with müknames (scrolls 

outlining an imperial decree) featuring the sultan’s tuğra (monogram). Look out for the exquisite Iranian book 

binding from the Safavid period (1501–1786). And whatever you do, don’t miss the extraordinary collection 

of carpets displayed in the dîvânhane (ceremonial hall) – it includes Holbein, Lotto, Konya, Uşhak, Iran and 

Caucasia examples. While here, be sure to enjoy an expertly prepared Turkish coffee at Müzenin Kahvesi in 

the courtyard. 

İstanbul Archaeology Museums  - MUSEUM (www.istanbularkeoloji.gov.tr; Osman Hamdi Bey Yokuşu, 

Gülhane) This superb museum houses archaeological and artistic treasures from the Topkapı collections. Its 

exhibits include ancient artefacts, classical statuary and objects showcasing Anatolian history. The complex 

has three main parts: the Archaeology Museum (Arkeoloji Müzesi), the Museum of the Ancient Orient (Eski 

Şark Eserler Müzesi) and the Tiled Pavilion (Çinili Köşk). Built in 1472 as an outer pavilion of Topkapı Palace, it 



was originally used for watching sporting events. The portico, with its 14 marble columns, was constructed 

during the reign of Abdülhamid I (1774–89) after the original one burned down in 1737.  

Gülhane Park - PARK (Gülhane Parkı; Gülhane) Gülhane Park was once the outer garden of Topkapı 

Palace, accessed only by the royal court. These days, crowds of locals come here to picnic under the many 

trees, promenade past the formally planted flowerbeds and enjoy wonderful views over the Golden Horn and 

Sea of Marmara from the Set Üstü Çay Bahçesi on the park’s northeastern edge. Next to the park’s southern 

entrance is a bulbous little kiosk built into the park wall. Known as the Alay Köşkü (Parade Kiosk), this is where 

the sultan would sit and watch the periodic parades of troops and trade guilds that commemorated great 

holidays and military victories. It is now the İstanbul headquarters of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 

Across the street and 100m northwest of the park’s main gate is an outrageously curvaceous rococo gate 

leading into the precincts of what was once the grand vizierate, or Ottoman prime ministry, known in the 

West as the Sublime Porte. Today the buildings beyond the gate hold various offices of the İstanbul provincial 

government.  

Little Aya Sofya - MOSQUE (Küçük Aya Sofya Camii, Sergius & Bacchus Church; Küçük Ayasofya 

Caddesi; Sultanahmet or Çemberlitaş) Justinian and his wife Theodora built this little church sometime 

between AD 527 and 536, just before Justinian built Aya Sofya. You can still see their monogram worked into 

some of the frilly white capitals. The building is one of the most beautiful Byzantine structures in the city.  

Sokollu Şehit Mehmet Paşa Mosque - MOSQUE (Sokollu Mehmet Paşa Camii; Şehit Çeşmesi & Katip 

Sinan Camii Sokaks, Kadırga; Sultanahmet or Çemberlitaş) Sinan designed this mosque in 1571, at the height 

of his architectural career. Besides its architectural harmony, the mosque is unusual because the medrese is 

not a separate building but actually part of the mosque structure, built around the forecourt. The interior is 

decorated with spectacular red-and-blue İznik tiles – some of the best ever made.  

Hippodrome - PARK (Atmeydanı; Sultanahmet) The Byzantine Emperors loved nothing more than an 

afternoon at the chariot races, and this rectangular arena was their venue of choice. In its heyday, it was 

decorated by obelisks and statues, some of which remain in place today. Recently relandscaped, it is one of 

the city’s most popular meeting places and promenades. Originally the arena consisted of two levels of 

galleries, a central spine, starting boxes and the semicircular southern end known as the Sphendone, parts of 

which still stand. This, the only remaining built section of the Hippodrome, hints at how monumental the 

arena was.  

Süleymaniye Mosque - MOSQUE (Prof Sıddık Sami Onar Caddesi; BeyazıtKapalı Çarşı) The Süleymaniye 

Mosque crowns one of İstanbul’s seven hills, dominating the Golden Horn and providing a landmark for the 

entire city. Though it’s not the largest of the Ottoman mosques, it is certainly one of the grandest and it is 

unusual in that many of its original külliye (mosque complex) buildings have been retained and 

sympathetically adapted for reuse. Commissioned by Süleyman I, known as ‘The Magnificent’, the 

Süleymaniye was the fourth imperial mosque built in İstanbul and it certainly lives up to its patron’s nickname. 

It and its surrounding buildings were designed by Mimar Sinan, the most famous and talented of all imperial 

architects. Sinan’s türbe (tomb) is just outside the mosque’s walled garden, next to a disused medrese 

building. The four minarets with their 10 beautiful şerefes (balconies) are said to represent the fact that 

Süleyman was the fourth of the Osmanlı sultans to rule the city and the 10th sultan after the establishment 

of the empire. In the garden behind the mosque is a terrace offering lovely views of the Golden Horn. Today 

the imaret, with its charming garden courtyard, houses the Dârüzziyafe Restaurant and is a lovely place to 

enjoy a çay. The main entrance to the mosque is accessed via Prof Sıddık Sami Onar Caddesi, formerly known 

as Tiryaki Çarşışı (Market of the Addicts).  



Surrounding Area - The streets surrounding the mosque are home to what may well be the most 

extensive concentration of Ottoman timber houses on the historical peninsula, many of which are currently 

being restored as part of an urban regeneration project. To see some of these, head down Felva Yokuşu 

(between the caravanserai and Sinan’s tomb) and then veer right into Namahrem Sokak and into Ayrancı 

Sokak. One of the many Ottomanera houses here was once occupied by Mimar Sinan; it now houses a cafe.  

Rüstem Paşa Mosque - MOSQUE (Rüstem Paşa Camii; Hasırcılar Caddesi, Rüstem Paşa; Eminönü) 

Nestled in the middle of the busy Tahtakale shopping district, this diminutive mosque is a gem. Dating from 

1560, it was designed by Sinan for Rüstem Paşa, son-in-law and grand vizier of Süleyman the Magnificent. A 

showpiece of the best Ottoman architecture and tilework, it is thought to have been the prototype for Sinan’s 

greatest work, the Selimiye in Edirne. At the top of the two sets of entry steps there is a terrace and the 

mosque’s colonnaded porch. You’ll immediately notice the panels of İznik tiles set into the mosque’s facade. 

The interior is covered in more tiles and features a lovely dome, supported by four tiled pillars. The 

preponderance of tiles was Rüstem Paşa’s way of signalling his wealth and influence – İznik tiles being 

particularly expensive and desirable. The mosque is easy to miss because it’s not at street level. There’s a set 

of access stairs on Hasırcılar Caddesi and another on the small street that runs right (north) off Hasırcılar 

Caddesi towards the Golden Horn.  

 

Spice Bazaar - MARKET (Mısır Çarşısı, Egyptian Market; Eminönü) Vividly coloured spices are displayed 

alongside jewel-like lokum (Turkish delight) at this Ottoman-era marketplace, providing eye candy for the 

thousands of tourists and locals who make their way here every day. As well as spices and lokum, stalls sell 

dried herbs, caviar, nuts, honey in the comb, dried fruits and pestil (fruit pressed into sheets and dried). The 

market was constructed in the 1660s as part of the New Mosque; rent from the shops supported the upkeep 

of the mosque as well as its charitable activities, which included a school, hamam and hospital. The market’s 

Turkish name, the Mısır Çarşısı (Egyptian Market), references the fact that the building was initially endowed 

with taxes levied on goods imported from Egypt. In its heyday, the bazaar was the last stop for the camel 

caravans that travelled the Silk Routes from China, India and Persia. On the west side of the market there are 

outdoor produce stalls selling fresh foodstuff from all over Anatolia, including a wonderful selection of 

cheeses. Also here is the most famous coffee supplier in İstanbul, Kurukahveci Mehmet Efendi 

(www.mehmetefendi.com/eng), established over 100 years ago.  

  (Spice Market – Pandeli) It’s also home to one of the city’s oldest restaurants, Pandeli. 

Pandeli (www.pandeli.com.tr; Spice Bazaar, Eminönü; noon-4pm) Pandeli’s three salons are encrusted 

with stunning turqoise-coloured İznik tiles and furnished with chandeliers and richly upholstered 

banquettes. Though its location above the main entrance to the Spice Bazaar makes it a popular lunch 

spot for tourists (locals wouldn’t dream of eating here). We liked the food. If not for lunch, we suggest 

then visiting for a tea or coffee after the main lunch service. 

New Mosque MOSQUE (Yeni Camii; Yenicamii Meydanı Sokak, Eminönü) Only in İstanbul would a 400-

year-old mosque be called ‘New’. Dating from 1597, the design of this muchloved adornment to İstanbul’s 

skyline references both the Blue Mosque and the Süleymaniye Mosque, with a large forecourt and a square 

sanctuary surmounted by a series of semidomes crowned by a grand dome. The interior is richly decorated 

with gold leaf, coloured İznik tiles and carved marble.  



Beyazıt Mosque MOSQUE (Beyazıt Camii, Mosque of Sultan Beyazıt II; Beyazıt-Kapalı Çarşı) The second 

imperial mosque built in İstanbul (after the Fatih Camii), Beyazıt Camii was built between 1501 and 1506 by 

order of Beyazıt II, son of Mehmet the Conqueror. Architecturally, it links Aya Sofya, which obviously inspired 

its design, with great mosques such as the Süleymaniye, which are realisations of Aya Sofya’s design fully 

adapted to Muslim worship. The mosque’s exceptional use of fine stone is noteworthy, with marble, porphyry, 

verd antique and rare granite featuring.  

 Before you head home, we suggest to try another restaurants listed for June 10, for dinner. 

 

 June 14 – Thursday – Splurge yourself – make your daughter happy 

Splurge yourself in one of the pools of Istanbul to rest your feet for a day. Tomorrow you will be walking 

again. 

The Marmara Pera offers a rooftop top with 

Bosphorus views (Mesrutiyet Caddesi 

Tepebasi, Phone: 0212 334 03 00, e-mail : 

pera-info@themarmarahotels.com). No 

reservation is needed, Daily use is 50 Euros 

per person with 50% discount for kids. 

Alternatively Hilton Hotel pool is a classic. (Cumhuriyet Cad. 

No: 50 34367 Harbiye, Phone: 0212 315 60 00, e-mail: 

info.istanbul@hilton.com). No reservation is needed, Daily use 

is 170 TL per person during the weekdays and 250 Tl per person 

on weekends with 50% discount for kids. 

 In the evening stroll the Istiklal caddesi, and get 

in to the atmosphere of Çiçek Pasajı. Unfortunately the quality is has a bit declined in the past years 

however, it is a must experience  

  June 15 – Friday – Princess Islands 

Please note that no motorized vehicles are allowed on the islands, it is only horse-drawn carriages, 

called fayton.  

Once you make your way to Beşiktaş İskelesi or Kabataş İskelesi, the Schedule of the boats (Mavi 

Marmara) to the Islands are: 

mailto:pera-info@themarmarahotels.com
mailto:info.istanbul@hilton.com


 

 Get off at HEYBELİADA. 

Heybeliada (Heybeli for short and Halki in Greek) is popular with day trippers. The island’s major 

landmark is the hilltop Haghia Triada Monastery, which is perched above a picturesque line of poplar 

trees in a spot that has been occupied by a Greek monastery since Byzantine times. The current 

monastery complex dates from 1844 and housed a Greek Orthodox theological school until 1971, when 

it was closed on the government’s orders. You can rent a fayton to brıng you here from the centre of 

town. So that you make it on time to the ferry to Büyükada for some time there. 

Depending how much time you took at to go up the hill, admire the view from the 

Monastery, on the way back head to Merit Halki Palace (Refah Şehitleri Caddesi 94) hotel at the top of 

Refah Şehitleri Caddesi which passes a host of large wooden villas set in lovingly tended gardens. Many 

laneways and streets leading to picnic spots and lookout points are located off the upper reaches of 

this street. At the Merit Halki Palace,there’s a pleasant terrace restaurant for meals or drinks. 

If you don’t feel like walking, you can hire a bicycle from one of the shops in the main street or a fayton 

to take you around the island. They will offer either a small tour or a big tour. The fayton stand is 

behind the Atatürk statue.  

 If you are hungry, there are mostly small places on the shore. Alternatively Heyamola Ada 

Lokantası (Mavi Marmara Yalı Caddesi 30b, Heybeliada) can be a remedy. It is opposite the İDO dock. 

Heyamola wows customers with a huge array of mezes (try the baked saganaki) and delicious fish 

mains (order mezgit if it’s on offer).  

 

 Next stop is BÜYÜKADA 

The largest island in the group, Büyükada (Great Island), is impressive viewed from the ferry, with villas 

climbing up the slopes of the hill.  



 

The island’s main drawcard is the Greek Orthodox Monastery of St George, located in the ‘saddle’ 

between Büyükada’s two highest hills. You can walk there, but that will take almost an hour. Fayton is 

also common on this island. The road it takes you past a long progression of impressive wooden villas 

set in gardens. About a quarter of the way up on the left is the Büyükada Kültür Evi, a charming spot 

where you can enjoy a tea or coffee in a garden setting. After 40 minutes or so you will reach a reserve 

called ‘Luna Park’ by the locals. The monastery is a 25-minute walk up an extremely steep hill from 

here. As you ascend, you’ll sometimes see pieces of cloth tied to the branches of trees along the path 

– each represents a prayer, most made by female supplicants visiting the monastery to pray for a child. 

There’s not a lot to see at the monastery. A small and gaudy church is the only building of note, but 

there are fabulous panoramic views from the terrace, as well as the pleasant Yücetepe Kır Gazinosu 

restaurant. 

From its tables you will be able to see all the way to İstanbul and the nearby islands of Yassıada and 

Sivriada. 

The new Museum of the Princes’ Islands (Adalar Müzesi Hangar Müze Alanı; www.adalarmuzesi.org; 

Aya Nikola Mevkii) is also worth a visit, with exhibits covering local lifestyle, famous residents and local 

food.  

The ferry leaves latest at 19:00, so an early light dinner can be taken at the island. 

 Yücetepe Kır Gazinosu - (www.yucetepe.com; Monastery of St George,Büyükada) At the very 

top of the hill where the Monastery of St George is located, this simple place has benches and chairs 

on a terrace overlooking the sea and İstanbul. Dishes are simple but delicious – the köfte is particularly 

tasty. You can also enjoy a beer or glass of tea here. 

 

 Büyükada Kültür Evi - (Çankaya Caddesi 21, Büyükada) Occupying a villa dating from 1878, this 

garden cafe serves breakfast, lunch and dinner in its terraced garden. Service can be desultory and the 

food’s not up to much, but it’s an undeniably pretty setting and a great spot for a morning glass of tea 

or a late-afternoon beer. 

 



 

 

 Departure 16 June – Saturday 

Departure from Sabiha Gökcen Airport. Transfer to the airport is arranged with 

a taxi. 

 

Have a great trip with unforgettable nice memories. 

 

Instagram (@spontago_travel) 

on Facebook (spontago) 


